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CHAIRMAN GHA CHRISTMAS MESSAGE – 2019 

I begin this fifth Christmas message by thanking Tony Warriner and Anne for their 

magnificent support during another busy year; Tom Wharton and Maxine for their continued 

photography and also Mark Marsay, publisher of The Green Howard.  

There is no need to repeat details of key events because they have been well covered with 

plenty of photographs (so none here) in our excellent magazine produced by (former) editor 

Nick Rynn. His successor John King already has an exciting plan for his first issue. The 

magazine is that of the Friends of the Green Howards Museum (FGHM) but the reality is that 

95% of the Friends are GHA.  To keep it and the Friends going, we must find new members 

in Yorkshire, Teesside and elsewhere who have not served in the Regiment. Everybody can 

help.  Seriously, if you receive this message but are not a Friend, please think briefly about 

joining, then sign up with Tony!  We must also consider how to bring the Friends and the 

Association closer together (even combine/amalgamate ?) because running both 

organisations is a significant burden even for Tony, brilliant secretary of both that he is! 

The short film Stanley Hollis VC – Yorkshire’s D Day Hero, directed by Jonathan Bell, was 

completed.  It is disappointing that we are restricted by licensing arrangements where we 

can show it. Trustee Simon Fovargue, now CEO of a technology company, has kindly 

offered to examine with his legal and IT specialists if the link to the film can be distributed by 

email, whilst ensuring that the film cannot be uploaded onto the Internet.  

May saw the reopening of the Museum’s medal room. If you have not visited it is well worth 

going, especially the VC display. The museum had another successful year with visitor 

numbers and shop takings up; many congratulations to Director Lynda Powell and her 

dedicated team of permanent staff and volunteers. I am also proud to announce that last 

week the Museum succeeded in buying the GSM awarded to the late Private Malcolm 

Hatton. The GHA paid for this. Many members will remember Malcolm Hatton with sadness; 

he was killed in Ardoyne on 9 August 1971 (Internment Day), the first of five soldiers to die 

that difficult tour. He will feature in next year’s ‘portraits of the regiment’ display. If you would 

like to propose someone for the display please send your reason in one paragraph to Tony 

or me.  The essential qualification is making a distinctive contribution to the Regiment 

through military excellence, sport or adventure training, for example.   In June, the largest 
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gathering of Green Howards in Normandy since the Crépon statue was unveiled met for the 

75th anniversary of D Day, shared for the first time with the Yorkshire Regiment. 

Almost 300 members supported the Dedication of the Regimental Stone at the National 

Memorial Arboretum.  Thanks, again, to those who donated to the fund but could not attend. 

Michael Pickard’s crucial contribution was recognised by a mini version of the Stone.  Copies 

of the mini-stone are available for £250; please email me for details and an application form. 

Lastly, a reminder that we contributed to the Armagh Memorial Wall where Major Peter Willis 

is remembered; the British Normandy Memorial; the Portsmouth D-Day Memorial; and most 

recently a paviour in Barnsley. 

During the course of most years we lose around 50 members. This year, sadly, some 

significant characters have departed including Brigadier Maurice Atherton (see obituary in 

Issue 27) and In Pensioner Ernie Jackson, who died earlier this month. Mr Jackson features 

in the current ‘portraits’ display.   

Looking ahead, we need to think about Reunion 2020. This year, after the NMA day, 

‘Sunday was cancelled’. Following the retirement of the Reverend Richard Cooper there is 

no obvious replacement vicar as our new chaplain will be busy with his Richmond parish. 

Attendance at the Drumhead service has dropped off and the Standard Bearers’ competition 

has faded away.  Meanwhile participation in the London Remembrance Sunday parade 

continues to grow. For 2020 I would like to set a target of 100 marchers although this may be 

optimistic. That said, the King’s Own Royal Border Regiment muster 80 and they come from 

a county where there are more sheep than people!  

The 25th anniversary of FGHM is on the horizon for 2021. For a Friends organisation to 

achieve this milestone is special. A number of ideas to mark the occasion are on the drawing 

board e.g. extra pages or a souvenir edition; if you have any thoughts please contact Tony.  

But … after significant expenditure of GHA funds in recent years we should accept some 

leaner years ahead.  

To close, I send best wishes to all Green Howards, your friends and families for a very 

happy Christmas and a healthy and successful 2020. 
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